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RACING INDUSTRY — RACING AND WAGERING WESTERN AUSTRALIA FUNDING 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [12.11 pm]: I rise to briefly inform the house 
about a significant announcement made today by Racing and Wagering Western Australia, the state’s principal 
racing authority, which is providing a $16 million increase in funding to the racing industry for the 2020–21 
season. The racing industry is an important industry to our state. It contributes approximately $821 million to the 
Western Australian economy, employs more than 7 360 people across the state and supports an industry of more 
than 24 000 participants. However, as the house would be aware, the WA racing industry has faced significant 
challenges over the past few months as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. RWWA, the statutory body responsible 
for fostering the development of all three racing codes in the state, has provided effective leadership and guidance, 
with the assistance of government, by providing prompt advice to the industry and by addressing the challenges 
faced by participants during these unprecedented times. RWWA continues to support the industry through these 
uncertain times and, today, announced an increase of $16 million in funding to the industry for the 2020–21 season. 
This commitment will provide a total of $180 million in distribution grants and subsidies directly to WA racing 
participants, as well as an additional $2.3 million towards animal welfare and a digital platform to benefit the industry. 
The increase in funding also includes $8 million towards infrastructure grants to support critical projects at race 
clubs across the state. Owners will receive increased prize money for greyhounds and thoroughbreds, with breeding 
bonuses also being provided for harness racing. In line with RWWA’s commitment to ensure that the best level of 
care is provided to animals in the racing industry through all stages of their lives, 22 per cent of the increase, or 
$1.37 million, will be allocated to progress greyhound and equine welfare initiatives. Finally, $1 million will be used 
for the development of a digital program to promote the state’s racing product. This funding represents RWWA’s 
support for continuing to develop all three codes of racing in WA and will help to encourage greater confidence 
for WA racing participants to continue to invest in the industry. 
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